I decided to make a robot this semester – that is ultimately a portrait come alive. It is not a “robot” according to Hollywood’s criteria. 
I’m not making Terminator 

installation piece w. an interactive sculpture and digital media
The driving aspects of this project are 
Individual Roles within a Community
Identity and Gender Construction

Human Memory

I am working using roles created within an education system. In this case, it happens to be university, where the portrait is a composite of all of you. After doing some research, I believe that our personal and social identities are all formed and influenced by the environment in which we live and our individual existence is affirmed by the collective existence of each other. I also believe that in order to establish our personal and social identities being in this environment, we must play a role, or fill a niche that needs to be filled or face the possibility of being purged by the community or system for lack of involvement in it.
Erving Goffman 

The process of establishing social identity, then, becomes closely allied to the concept of the "front," which is described as "that part of the individual's performance which regularly functions in a general and fixed fashion to define the situation for those who observe the performance" (22). The front acts as a vehicle of standardization, allowing for others to understand the individual on the basis of projected character traits that have normative meanings. As a "collective representation," the front establishes proper "setting," "appearance," and "manner" for the social role assumed by the actor, uniting interactive behavior with the personal front (27). The actor, in order to present a compelling front, is forced to both fill the duties of the social role and communicate the activities and characteristics of the role to other people in a consistent manner. 

Just as every community has shared characteristics, they also each have a unique makeup and a unique set of goals - producing a wide spectrum of specialized needs – in order to meet the needs of the community roles are created and filled.

How this relates to my robot

It was created as the BYPRODUCT of being in this system – 

The “human” likeness isn’t being created to fill one of these roles. 
An unplanned, unaccounted for birth in the wake of this forum

It is an inbred machine born of work made within this community.

[Show Schematic]
It’s going to be programmed to intermittently recite text files from an array. It can essentially contain in it whatever I choose.
motion sensing lenses for eyes that record images that it will playback at interval on the LCD contained on the forehead. 
audio level exceeds a set decibel level the audio is recorded and stored in a database whereby it can be played back on intervals, random or triggered, simulating learning.
[ Namedrop.txt, VeganLit.txt, Top25EpisodesOfFriends.txt ]

In this instance it will contain information based on portions of your responses in the packets. 
Making the “brain” of the machine a wad of chewing gum rolled across each of you picking up debris.

Research

And so part of my research is that I have lived and studied among all of you to understand the different roles we all play. Working and producing art in this community ties all of us together.
I touched upon identity building with the quote from Erving Goffman, 

And I addressed human memory simulated digitally.

Technology & Construction

Human technology is replicated in the objects we create

What I mean by Human technology is the technology that makes up 
the physical, metal and emotional aspects of human beings.

Our hands, eyes, voice, throats, intestines, ears, brains
Cement truck is a testicle that when erection is achieved releases it’s the building material it contains within

Computers are an attempt to mimic human memory (in so far as a tool to enhance it)

Hard drive / human memory

Eyes, ears, hands / cameras, microphones, mouse

Specific to this community: our mastery of the computer is a simulation in the mastery of ourselves.

annunciating, forming clear thoughts and maintaining an organized file structure are all refined with discipline and practice.

Cement Trucks and Computer Zen relate to the robot how

I am building the form out cement because as much as the mind of this machine is a composite portrait of all of us, the use of cement as the building material is for me.
Son of a construction worker – My dad spends everyday building things out of stone, stone structures that were built 1000’s of years ago still exist – it’s strange to think that maybe despite the nature of our disposable culture, the stone work could remain in tact.

The rest are basic computer parts pilfered from ebay.

Gender
This project isn’t without gender – I even suggested the cement truck resembles male anatomy. 

I wanted the human “likeness” of the sculpture to resemble neither male nor female due to the nature of the data collection process and the behaviors of the program. It records indiscriminately and recites what it records. I think this is a more accurate depiction of how our brains work

ALSO a male sculpture playing back Amy’s voice creates a new message that I’m not interested in tackling

Fear of Technology

From the destructive robot-witch of the silent-era film Metropolis to the parasitic life sucking machines of The Matrix, the technologized humanoids of science fiction seek to destroy or enslave humanity. In its obsession with enraged robots, demonic super-computers, killer cyborgs and human-hating androids, science fiction cinema taps into terrifying anxieties about losing our evolutionary status, human identity and moral values to technology.

