The 1208’s

John Benson

Reflecting on the method of working this semester with Justin, I am pleased with some aspects, but generally I find that I would’ve liked more time to pursue the goals and requirements of the independent study. Unfortunately a series of obstacles arose this semester preventing us from substantially exploring the possibilities available to us using room 1208 and room 1210. Only now, the last day of the semester, has the equipment in 1210 began to get installed. As ironic as this is, we were still able to use what was already in the room this semester to produce the music contained in this CD.

Speaking about the music we recorded, I am extremely happy - minimal noise, optimal fidelity. Technologically, we were limited to recording either a single instrument at a time or a pair in a stereo feed. This influenced us in how we wrote songs and forced us into making decisions for recording songs, and in particular what tracks go first, second, third; And how this order, with each track influenced the track to follow.

Playing together initially consisted of practicing cover songs. We did this for the first four weeks, getting familiar with each other instrumentally and musically. After we got down 4 or 5 songs, essentially a new song each week following a recapitulation of the previously learned songs.

Problems we had this semester revolved around access and timing to equipment and space. Together, the only time available to meet for the two of us was Wednesday from 2:00-5:00. It so happened that Facilities spray painted in 1208 three Wednesdays in a row. Also coinciding with this was the construction of senior pieces that created an abundance of dust. So when we could meet, it took more time than 2:00 to 5:00 to reserve, rent, transport, setup, use, breakdown, and return the equipment and leave the space the way it was when we found it. This left essentially about one hour of time to play music and record it, determine if it is working for both of us, and write new parts to accompany it. In retrospect it seems that we set our goals a little far reaching for the timeframe we allowed ourselves to work.

